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Chapter 34:
Signs for Believing in Jesus from the
Gospel of John

34-1: We Preach Christ: The Seven Signs of the Gospel of John
People who study the Bible know that the chief subject of the Bible is the Lord Jesus Christ. If
I had only one sermon to preach or a last sermon to preach it would have to be on Christ!
The Apostle John was overcome by what was shown him in the book of Revelation, so that by
the time the revelations had built up in Revelation 19 he was about to fall down and worship the
one presenting him the revelations. The revelator told him, “Don’t do that!”
And then told him what John and all of us should do: “worship God: for the testimony of
Jesus is the spirit of prophesy.” (Revelation 19:10) Today we worship God; today we do so by
a testimony to Jesus; this is the real spirit of all prophesy.
I. What do we learn about Jesus from the book of Revelation that will contribute to
our testimony about Him, and add to the spirit of prophesy. It will also assist us in the
worship of God.
1. The introductory words of Revelation 1 and the vision John recorded of the Risen and
Ascended Christ enhance that testimony, spirit of prophesy, and worship.
(1). The very first words of Revelation (1:1) tell us that it is the “Revelation of Jesus
Christ”. We might be inclined to forget that in our curiosity and need to know about future
things. It is primarily the Revelation of Jesus Christ. That is what is meant by the fact that the
very spirit of prophesy is the testimony of Jesus. Further God gave this Revelation of Jesus
Christ to Christ.
(2). Notice in Revelation 1:2 what the Apostle John is really writing about and therefore bearing record to in the order of priority: (1) The Word of God, and recall that it is in the
book of Revelation that the secret name for Christ is revealed as the “Logos”, the Word of God;
(2) the testimony of Jesus Christ; and (3) all things that he saw. The predictions and world
events are third to the testimony of Jesus and to a record of the Word of God.(3). John begins
a worship of the One True God in Revelation 1:4 as he first addresses the seven churches and
delier a benediction of peace from the God is, was, and is to come; also from the Seven spirits
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which are before His throne; and from Jesus Christ. Here we learn something about what we
can Preach of Christ; for here Jesus Christ is:
a. The faithful witness;
b. The first begotten from the dead;
c. The Prince of the kings of the earth; and
d. Him that loved us and washed us from our sins in his own blood.
(4). John is busting out to make a written record of what he saw and heard, but first he
has to preach a mini-sermon about Christ in Revelation 1:7.
“Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which
pierced him: and all kindred of the earth shall wail because of him.”
(5). What John saw and heard of the Ascended Christ helps us to Preach Christ.
a. When John saw the Ascended Christ He looked like the “Son of Man” that John had
known, but He was different in that He was clothed with a garment down to His feet and girt
about with a golden belt (1:13).
b. Christ’s head and hairs were white like wool and like snow, His eyes like a flame of
fire (1:14); His feet like burning brass, His voice as the sound of many waters (1:15); out of His
mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His countenance was like the sun (1:16).
c. When John fell almost dead at His feet, Jesus said:
“I am he that liveth, and was dead; and behold, I am alive for evermore. Amern; and have
the keys of hell and of death.” (Rev 1:18)
II. Armed with these revelations of the book of Revelation about the Word of God
and the testimony of Jesus, and having been given the very name in Revelation 19 with
which to begin the Gospel of John, the Apostle John starts the introduction to a unique
preaching and teaching of Christ with the “Word of God”, the “Logos”.
1. We Preach the Christ who “in the beginning” at the Creation of the world was there with
God, was God, and through Whom all things were made (John 1:1,3).
2. We Preach the Christ who is very Life itself. In Him was the life and this life was the
light of men. The life Jesus lived on earth gives life and light: the light of Jesus character and
teachings gives life and light. (1:3-5). Even though the darkness of the world and Satan tried
to overcome and overwhelm this light and life of Christ, the light shined through the darkness!
3. It was not a “they lived happily ever after” story as the introduction to John (1:9,10) tells
us that although the world was made by Christ, and therefore He came into His own (1:11), His
own did not know and recognize Him; and let us not be deceived this is still true. Although this
true Light of Jesus lights every man without exception that comes into the world, He is not
received or recognized by the majority of the world.
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4. We Preach Christ by preaching this “Word of God” or “Logos” made flesh that dwelt
among us, making, here on earth; the Apostles and others beheld His glory, it was as the only
begotten Son of God the Father; and what they beheld was full of grace and truth.
5. We Preach Christ by preaching that this “Word of God” made it possible for making to
see the God that had never been seen before. Jesus made God known; and as we Preach
Christ this morning from the Gospel of John we will see more and more what both God and
Christ are like. (1:18)
6. We preach the Christ of grace and truth; for although the law came through Moses, it
was through Christ that grace and truth were fully know. Christ made clear the real truth to the
law of Moses, and Jesus showed us the grace in the law of Moses. (1:17)
III. The Seven Miracles or Signs of the Gospel of John supply us with information
to Preach Christ.
1. The Water turned into Wine (John 2).
a. We Preach the Christ who in the beginning made all things and therefore was quite
able to exercise authority over just a couple of those elements that He made in the world. When
at the marriage feast in Cana, the host ran out of wine, Jesus turned the water into wine.
b. We Preach the Christ Who by turning water into wine showed Himself to be THE
JOY OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. This marriage feast was a festive occasion and in a home;
and Jesus was concerned enough about those social occasions of life to perform the first miracle of the book of John.
c. We Preach the Christ Who turned the water into wine, a sign that began the proof
to the world that Jesus was the Son of God, and that increased the faith of the first disciples in
Himself as the Son of God.
“This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory: and His
disciples believed in Him.” (John 2:11)
2. The healing of the nobleman’s son ( John 4).
a. We preach the Christ who in the beginning created man in the image of God, and
therefore was quite capable of exercsing control over the illnesses of the Bible.
“So Jesus came again to Cana of Galilee where He had made the water wine. And there
was a certain nobleman whose son was sick at Capernaum. When he heard that Jesus
had come out of Judea into Galilee, he went to Him and implored Him to come down and
heal his son, for he was at the point of death. Then Jesus said to him, ‘Unless you people see signs and wonders, you will by no mans believe.’ The nobleman said to Him, ‘Sir,
come down before my child dies!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go you way: your sons lives.”
So the man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him, and he went his way. And as he
was now going down, his servants met him and told him, saying, ‘Your son lives!’ Then

178
he inquired of them the hour when he go better. And they said to him, ‘Yesterday at the
seventh hour the fever left him.’ So the father knew that it was at the same hour in which
Jesus said to him, ‘Your son lives.’ And he himself believed, and his whole household.
This again is the second sign Jesus did when He had come out of Judea into Galilee.”
(John 4:46-54)
I want you to notice almost the casual, or at least effortless manner, in which Jesus healed the
son and dealt with the man. The goal of Jesus was the eternal salvation of men’s souls, and
in order for them to go beyond the mere healing of the human body to the salvation of the soul
and body, they must believe in Jesus. He addressed the crowd who heard the nobleman, letting them know that the goal of these signs was to engender faith; and also in the nobleman.
After he learned when his son began to heal, the very moment at which Jesus said your son is
healed, he believed; and also his household believed.
b. We preach the Christ who can exercise control over fear and anxiety as He brought
hope and peace to the heart of a grieving parent.
3. The healing of the paralyzed man (John 5).
The nobleman’s son had been in his sick condition for only a short period of time, the paralyzed
man at the pool of Bethesda in Jerusalem had been paralyzed for 38 years. This required a little more power than the turning of water into wine or the healing of the nobleman’s son. With
this miracle of the healing of the paralyzed man we Preach the Christ who is a Restorer of both
physical and spiritual life, realizing that we must Preach primarily the spiritual life as Christ also
did. After the paralyzed man was healed, later Jesus found Him and encouraged him to a faith
that would prevent a worse faith than lying impotent every day by the pool of Bethesda.
“Afterward Jesus found him in the temple, and said to him, ‘See, you have been made
well. Sin no more, lest a worse thing come upon you.’” (John 5:14)
4. Feeding of the 5,000 hungry people (John 6).
a. We preach the Christ who proved that He could also be the Great Shepherd of the
Sheep in whose presence they and we can say “I shall not want”. We shall not want for bread
and meat, we shall not want for healing of the physical body and salvation; and we shall not
want for the festive occasions of life, the joy of the Christian life.
Jesus took the five loaves and two fishes and multiplied to feed the crowd of five thousand.
b. We Preach the Jesus who is the Promised Christ, the Prophet that was promised
in the Old Testament.
“Then those men, when they had seen the sign that Jesus did, said, ‘This is truly the
Prophet who is to come into the world.’” (John 5:14)
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c. We Preach the Christ who is the Bread of Life. It is not without significance that in
the same sixth chapter of John after this miracle with the five loaves and two fishes and after
the walking on the water, that Jesus presented His great discourse on the bread of life.
“And Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger,
and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.” (John 6:35)
5. The walking on water (John 6).
The walk on water by Jesus as He illustrated that He could certainly overcome the very works
which He in the beginning made, was more than a simple walk, it was also a calming of the
storm and sea.
a. We Preach the Christ who can calm the sea and storm, the Christ who can calm all
the storms of life.
b. We Preach the Christ who patiently shows His disciples step by step to a profession of faith. Most of Jesus’ disciples were fisherman by trade, and by showing His authority of
the elements where they made their living, He engendered faith from them as the Son of God.
6. The healing of the man blind from birth (John 9).
a. We Preach the Christ who is the Light of the world as John told us in the introduction to the Gospel of John. Jesus and His disciples discussed the blind man and the factor of
sin in his life before he was healed. It was in that discussion, Jesus said:
“As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” (John 9:5)
It was then Jesus spat on the ground, made an ointment and placed it on the man’s eyes, telling
him to go wash in the pool of Siloam; and the man did so, he came back seeing.
b. We preach the Christ of the Introduction to John. I think we appreciate the introduction now more of the Gospel of John. The Apostle John in the Gospel of John had no smaller
goal than to prove to people that Jesus was the Promised Prophet and Messiah of the Old
Testament, and the Son of God; and in order that they might believe and have life. What John
introduced about Christ is what the seven miracles were all about. In the making of water into
wine, the Mediator of all Creation—the One of the all things were made through HIm—was able
to reconstruct the things He made at first; in the healing of the nobleman’s son, the healing of
the paralyzed man, and the healing of the man born blind, the Lord of Creation showed He concern for the Man as the Crown of Creation and His ability and will to overcome any deficiencies
that had occurred in His Creation; and in the feeding of the five thousand, the One through
whom all the good things to eat had originally been provided, Jesus illustrated the simplicity with
which He can still create something out of nothing or out of little; and in the walking on water,
the Lord of Creation who made the heavens, the earth, and the seas did not suddenly become
a victim of what He had made, rather an Overcomer.
7. The raising of Lazarus from the dead (John 11).
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a. Lastly in the miracle of the raising of Lazarus from the dead, we Preach Jesus as
the Resurrection and Life. And that is exactly what Jesus told the people present before He
brought Lazarus back from the dead.
“I am the resurrection and the life, He who believes in Me, though he may did, he shall
live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?” (John
11:13,14)
b. Herein is the rest of the introduction to the Gospel of John. Jesus is the Life.
Starting in John 4:45, we look at as many places in John as time permits where the word “sign”
or the equivalent is written. In John 4:45 it is the equivlent of signs: that is the “having seen
all th things”, talking about the signs that the Galileans had already seen from when Jesus was
in Jerusalem at the Passover. As we look at these “signs” and the equivalent, don’t forget that
the prime subject, or main theme, of John is SIGNS FOR BELIEVING IN JESUS AS THE SON
OF GOD. We see that clearly in John 20:30,31:
“And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not
written in this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God, and that believing you may hve life in His name.” (John 20:30,31 NJKV)
34-2: You Will Recall the Signs that Jesus Earlier did at Jerusalem.
1. The Sign of the Zeal of His Passion toward His Father’s Temple.
The exactly sign of the work of Jesus was the driving out the moneychangers, overturning their
tables, and herding the cattle out of the outer court of the temple. What the sign really pointed
to was the Zeal of Christ for God’s Temple. To illustrate how this was what the sign pointed to,
John the Apostle, who was there at the time it happened, said that the disciples suddenly had
triggered in their mind the scripture of the Old Testament which said, “Zeal for Your house has
eaten me up.” It was a well-known quote from the Old Testament as recorded in Psalm 69:9,
and it was well known as a quote that referred to the Coming “Messiah” or Christ. Did you
notice in the purpose of John as recorded in 20:30,31 of what you are to believe about Jesus.
First y ou are to believe that Jesus is the Christ, then the Son of God, and then by believing you
might have life in His name. Well, the Christ is the Greek for the same word in Hebrew
Messiah. So all that was promised in the many prophecies of the Old Testament about the
Coming Messiah, John says you are to apply that ot Jesus of Nazareth; and that is the burden
of proof that John accepts for the Gospel of John. Well, Jesus’ zeal for the temple was a sign
along with the memory of the disciples who had learned those promises about the Messiah
from youth.
2. The Sign Requested by the Jews: and the Answer of the Destruction of the Temple of
Jesus Body and the Restoration in Three Days.
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Since you have the zeal to do these things, the Jewish leaders in the temple said, show us a
greater sign than this! Jesus said only one sign will be given you; and you have to be patient
to wait for it until the end of my life. Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up. They
scoffed and laugh. During the time of Ezra and Nehemiah it took 46 uyears to build this temple. This was not the original temple with all its splendor built by Solomon, but the temple rebuilt
after the restoration of the Jewish people from Captivity. John comes to the rescue of the reader of John.
“But He was speaking of the temple of His body.” (John 2:21 NJKV)
But the disciples of Jesus remembered this statement when He was risen from the dead, so
that it engendered faith on their part: faith in the Scriptures of the Old Testament and faith in
the words of Jesus. {**NOTE: Parenthetically I think it should be noted here how the
actions and words, signs if you would, correlate with memories to cause faith or belief.
You have seen it twice already here in the review of John 2.**} The disciples immediately
after Jesus cleansed the temple REMEMBERED their training on the Old Testament of how the
Christ was to have zeal or passion for the temple of God. This second time, how it lodged in
the mind of the first disciples how Jesus said, “Destroy this temple and in three days I will
rebuild it”; and then remembered it three years later after His resurrection. Now the Apostle
John is trying to get us to remember what Jesus did at the Passover Feast in Jerusalem, that
the Galileans also remembered as Jesus came back in their province, and they flocked to see
and hear Him.)
3. These Galileans were among that “many” of John 2:23 that believed on the name
of Jesus when they saw the signs that He did. Remember that verse.
“Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many believed in His
name when they saw the signs whch He did.” (John 2:23)
At some point we must elaborte on what it means to believe “in the name of Jesus”, and an
introduction should be offered here. It means to believe in the fulness of the meaning of His
name as given and designated by God and prophesied in the Old Testament Scriptures. His
names are Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus was given by an angel to Mary and to the nation of Israel.
You shall call His name Jesus for He shall save His people from their sins. Christ was the
Promised Messiah of the Old Testament, and the Lord puts Him equal with the LORD of the
God of this Universe and of heaven.
4. The Sign of Turning the Water into Wine. John marks Cana of Galillee forever as
the historical spot where Jesus performed the first miracle-sign.
“So Jesus came again to Cana of Galilee where He had made the water wine.” (John
4:46a NJKV)
But John turns quickly to a new impending sign, and the second miracle-sign.
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34-3: The Miracle-Sign of the Healing of the Nobleman’s Son.
You have to be careful in the reading of the Gospel of John. Sometimes “sign” is the kind of
Greek word that refers to a miracle-sign, and sometimes it refers to another kind of sign like the
driving of the moneychangers out of the temple, or sometimes to the teachings of Jesus. Later
we will see that Jesus Himself refers to all these signs in the Gospel of John as “the works
which the Father gave Him to do.” Thus when you read in John 4:54 of the healing of the nobleman’s son as the second sign that Jesus did as He came out of Judea into Galilee, these are
the miracle signs; and in the Gospel of John, it is hard to believe, but the whole book if built
around only seven miracle signs. Like John concludes that are many other things that Jesus
did that are not written in this book, and many other signs of teaching and works are written in
this book; but only seven miracle-signs. Well, the second miracle sign is the healing of the
Nobleman’s Son. Jesus did not even go to the household. When He saw the faith of the man
in Him as having the capability to heal, Jesus said simply, “Go and your Son lives.” Previously
the Son was at the point of death. The man believed the word that Jesus spoke and went
home. On the way home, the servants met him to say your son lives, and when he requested
at what time he began to amend, it turned out to be the save hour when Jesus said your son
lives. The man believed and his household believed in the name of Jesus when told what happened.
34-4: A Re-Occuring sub-theme of the Gospel of John is the Request of the People for
Signs.
Before we pass on to the next chapter and to the next mention of signs or the equivalent, there
is one more in John 4. It points out a sub-theme of the Gospel of John. It is a request from the
people for a sign. You recall how the Jewish leaders in the temple at Jeruslem asked Jesus for
a sign to back up the authority He showed in cleansing the temple. The Nobleman was just an
opportunity for Jesus to say something that would stick in the memory of the Apostle John and
the other disciples. The Nobleman really had one things primarily on his mind: he wanted his
son healed and he knew that Jesus could do it. Why, because he probably was in Jerusalem
during the passover when Jesus performed many signs, or since it was a small country and
Galilee was next to Judea the word had arrived before Jesus. Anyway the first reply of Jesus
to the Nobleman who request was to come down to his home, Jesus letting him know initially
that He did not even need to be there with enough faith.
“Then Jesus said to him, ’Unless you people see signs and wonders, you will by no
means believe.” (John 4:48)
That alone points out how there are other signs not classified as miracles, but rather classified
as wonders; and no doubt the cleasing of the temple would be considered a wonder of authority, as would the teachings from Jesus.
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34-5: “These things” Jesus did on the Sabbath Day of John 5:1-18, refers to the Miracle
Sign of the Man made to walk at the Pool of Bethesda.
In John 5:16, we find the reaactio of the Jewish leaders to Jesus healing the man and their
attack on what he told the man to do. The attack was because He did these things on the
Sabbath Day. It did not matter to them that Jesus had healed the man; it did not matter that the
Jesus who had the authority to heal was also the One who had the authority to tell the man to
carry his bed on the Sabbath...Well, it really did matter to them; because the healed man was
listening to the authority of Jesus more than the Jewish leaders, and that was a threat to their
own authority. They could not heal, that did not have that power from God; and Jesus healed
nd the people knew it, so that the leaders were jealous. The point of their attack was the Old
Testament law which prohibted work on the Sabbath Day. They surely had not come to see
Jesus as Lord of the Sabbath Day as well as Lord of all. Even for the disciples that would come
later. And before we pass on to the teachings of Jesus as signs, we should note that by the
time of this third miracle-sign the opposition of the Jewish leaders had crystallized so that as a
group they sought to persecute Him and to kill Him.
“For this reason the Jews persecuted Jesus, and sought to kill Him, because He had
done these things (signs) on the Sabbath.” (John 5:16)
Persecuted Jesus and sought to kill Him!
34-6: The Teachings of Jesus as Signs that Jesus called The Works that the Father gave
Him to do.
We come in John 5:19 to one of the extensive discourses of Jesus. This discourse was prompted by Jesus knowing that the Jews were starting to persecute Him and attempting to kill Him.
For the rest of this fifth chapter of John I would focus on the “works” statement of Jesus in John
5:36.
“But I have a greater witness than John’s; for the works which the Father has given Me
to finish—the very works that I do—bear witness of Me, that the Father has sent me.”
(John 5:36 NJKV)
They knew it was true: Jesus could do miracles and other wonders that the Jewish leaders
could not do, and they knew it. They had to eliminate Him for that reason. Those miracles and
wonders which Jesus called “works” were themselves as witness that the Father sent Him. You
see again how signs point to somehting beyond themselves, especially the signs that Jesus
performed, they pointed to God the Father as the source as only God could work such wonders
and miracles. However, we should briefly develop the argument of Jesus in John 5 as it is
something repeated often by Jesus, the Apostle John, and all the Apostles of the New
Testament.
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1. Jesus was Humble in that He admitted the real source of the miracles and other
signs as having been learned by the Father. Jesus said that He could do nothing within
Himself, but only what the Father told Him to do and showed Him how to do it. Jesus went a
step beyond that.
2. The Father loves the Son and therefore Shows Him all these things. These miracles and other signs were signs of love from the Father, signs of love for His only Son.
3. Greater works than these were in store to come from the Father by way of the Son.
You will see greater works and you will marvel. Since the Father can raise the dead, and I am
sure that you would admit of that, since God is the source of life and He can give life to all: well,
the Son is going to give life to all starting with some limited cases that you will see shortly.
4. Jesus jumps from here into the Judgment of God, and if you are not careful you will
get lost here. Here is where Jesus starts making it clear that He is the same Lord over healing
and over water and Lord over the Judgment of God also. Even as the Father has committed
all things to the Lordship of Christ in heaven and on earth, the Father doesn’t Judge anybody
but rather commits all Judgment to Christ. If you are fearful of Judgment you had best pray to
Jesus. Jesus is taking care of Judgment, not God the Father.
5. God’s Plan is that All will Honor the Son even as the Father is honored. A lot more
people honor or think they honor God than do honor Jesus. The intention of God according to
the teachings of Jesus, and I believe them, is that all people of this earth will honor Jesus even
as God is honored. In fact Jesus said that if you do not honor Him, then you really can not
honor the Father that sent Jesus in the first place.
6. Jesus explains the way the Father has committed Judgment to Him. Judgment is
a matter of life and death; and since those who hear the words of Jesus and believe them, subsequently pssing from death into everlasting life, then they also have passed from Judgment
into life. There is no more Judgment. The book of Revelaiton echoes this as it says whoever
name was written in the Lamb’s book of life did not pass into Judgment.
7. Jesus said the time is coming and the time is now that the dead will come to life.
These walking dead in trespasses and sins will hear, Jesus said, the voice of the Son of God—
they in person and us through the Apostles and the words they recorded from Jesus like here—
and the ones who really hear, and this is important as it is selective hearing and I will have more
to say about that from the book of Hebrews, then when they really hear, they will really live,
everlasting life that begins at the moment of belief. God the Father Himself is very life, and has
life in Himself; and He gives that life to the Son in order that He can pass it on to others. With
this life comes the authority of Judgment that was mentioned earlier.
8. Jesus means more than now, the hour is coming, He says, when those that have
alredy died will come back to life. Jesus said that “all” in the graves will hear His voice and

185
come out of the grave: some who have done good—and this spells out the Jugment—to the
resurrection of life, and those that have done evil to the resurrection of condemnation.
9. Jesus says that He goes by what He sees and hears in order to pass Judgment,
and He Judgment is just because it is not self-seeking, rather a reflection of the will of God the
Father.
10. Then Jesus gets into the witness to Himself beyond His own witness.
(1). The Witness of John the Baptist. John was a bright and shining light who
said of Jesus, “Behold, the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world”, and you
went out to listen to him.
(2). The Works the Father gave Jesus to do are a greater witness. The very
works that I am do, Jesus said, are from the Father; and bear witness to me. Here, we see that
the works are almost the equivalent of “these things” and the wonders and signs.
(3). Jesus said the Father in His own voice gave witness to Him. Jesus has in
mind several ways that the Father’s own voice was a testimony to Him: (a) Of course at the
baptism by John the Baptism, the Spirit in the form of a dove came from the Father to fall on
Jesus and a voice came out of heaven saying “This is My Beloved Son, listen to Him”:; (b)
Through the Spirit of the word that abides only in believers; and (c) the Old Testament
Scriptures that testify of Jesus as the Messiah, the Son of God.
11. Now Jesus gets very blunt and straightforward with them in a way they can not fail
to understand. How would you like to have the Son of God talking to you this way. Well, it could
happen on the Judgment Day.
a. You think you have eternal life based on the Scriptures, but you don’t and those
very Scriptures are the ones that specific the faith in Jesus.
b. You do not have the love of God in you and I know it. Wow, how would you
like to hear that when you thought you had eternal life based on the Bible.
c. Jesus said to them, I have come in My Father’s name and you do not receive
me; and yet you receive and honor leaders that come in their own name.
d. How can you really believe when you accept honor from one another and yet
do not seek the honor that comes from above, from the Father?
e. Moses will condemn you instead of me because Moses wrote of Jesus and you do not
believe it!
34-7: John chapter 6 is full of signs: the word “sign” itself is used four times.
It is as if John as we come in our reading to the sixth chapter, wants no mistake that we see
that the theme of the Gospel of John is to believe in the signs of Jesus. Therefore we will look
carefully at: (1) Those four usages of the word sign and what they refer to; (2) We will look at
the extensive discourse of Jesus in chapter six to see how it relates to the signs and belief in
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Jesus; and (3) then we will look at the reaction of the people and the leaders to these signs—
we aready know that many have believed on Jesus because of the signs, and we already know
that these signs have engendered hatred, persecution, and an attempt to kill from the leaders
of the Jews.
1. Usage of the word “sign” in John 6.
(1). Signs of healing on the sick that caused multitudes to follow Him.
“After these things Jesus went over the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias. Then
a great multitude followed Him, becasue they saw His signs which He performed on
those who were diseased.” (John 6:1,2 NJKV)
This is preliminary to the famous miracle-sign of Jesus when He fed the five thousand with five
barley loaves and two small fishes.
2. This miracle-sign of the Feeding of Five Thousand yielded faith from the multitide
in Jesus as the Prophet like Moses that would come into the world.
“Then those men, when they had seen the sign that Jesus did, said, ’This is truly the
Prophet who is to come into the world.” (John 6:14 NJKV)
You recall how Jesus said that Moses in the Old Testament Scriptures was a witness to Him,
and how we quoted earlier how Moses predicted in Deuteronomy how a Prophet like Him would
come, and the people would listen to Him in all things. Well, these people tried to descend on
Jesus right then and there to take Him by force and make Him a King. They knew him to be a
Prophet but as yet they did not see Him as also the Suffering Messiah of the Old Testament
that would die on the cross. They did not understand the Temple of His body that must die and
be rebuilt on the third day. They did not understand the nature of His kingdom as larger than
this world. So Jesus escaped from them and went to the other side of the Sea.
3. Here we have a sign not labeled as a sign by the Apostle John and yet nonetheless
a miracle.
Jesus went to the other side of the Sea without a boat. The next day the multitude knew that
no other boat had been there except the one the disciples of Jesus go into, and Jesus was not
with them. The multitude got into boats, coming across the Sea to Capernaum, and they asked
Jesus, “Rabbi (they also recognized him as a Teacher as well as a Prophet) when did you come
here.”
4. Jesus Himself in reply mentions Signs.
“Jesus answered them and said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, you seek Me, not
because you saw the signs, but because you ate of the loves and were filled.” (John 6:14
NJKV)
and what follows is the teaching that the miracle sign of feeding the five thousand refers
to...“Do not labor for the food which perished, but for he food which endures to everlast-
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ing life, which the Son of Man will give you, becasue God the Father has set His seal on
Him.” (John 6:27 NJKV)
Remember how Jesus quoted to Satan in the wilderness that “Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.” The tacit assumption here is that
every word of the Old Testament proceeds from the mouth of God; and Jesus told us already
earlier in John that the words like these teachings that came from Him were really from God.
5. The fourth specific mention of the word “sign” in John 6 does us a big favor in that
it unmistakeable correlates “signs” with “works”. Of course, the Apostle John and Jesus did that
for us somewaht in Jesus discourse on witness and how the works the father gave Him to do
are witness.
“Therefore they said (the multitude that followed Jesus across the Sea) to Him, What
sign will You perform then, that we may see it and believe You? What work will You do?”
(John 6:30 NJKV)
You see how they asked the question two different ways, no doubt from different ones in the
crows; and the Apostle John was alert to record it with the help of the Holy Spirit. What work
or sign will you do that we may see and believe?
6. What follows in Jesus teaching of the Bread of Life goes back to what the miraclesign points to a food from God that when eaten does not perish but leads to Everlasting Life.
34-8: The Teaching of Jesus that He is the Bread of Life and the Response of the People.
After the multitude asked Jesus what sign or wok would He perform that they might believe,
they mentioned how their forefathers in the wilderness were fed manna from God. It looks like
the people were looking to be fed much more than once as with the two fishes and five barley
loaves. They even quoted from Exodus how “He gave them bread from heaven.”
1. Jesus identified Himself as the True Bread from Heaven. Jesus explained how He
called Himself the true bread from Heaven, because He himself came down from heaven for
the very purpose of giving life to the world. Hey, here was the reaction of the crowd: they said,
“Lord, give us this bread always.” You see they were still looking to be fed for life. Jesus again
tried to explain to them that as the bread of life and when people would come to Him in faith
they would neaver hunger and they would never thirst.
2. Jesus Explains why some of them would actual be there listening but could not
believe. You really see Me, Jesus says, as a Prophet and miracle worker, but you do not truely believe. The only ones that can come to Him, Jesus says, is the ones that are given to Him
by God the Father. In other words, God the Father decides which ones can come to Jesus in
the full sense of the word of received the bread of life. And those that God gives to the Son will
not be rejected. Jesus reminds again that He came down from heaven to do the will of God,
and since it is the will of the Father that Jesus should not lose those given, He gives them life
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and will raise them up at the last day. This, I think, is the first mention in John of the “last day”
so that we should look at it.
“This is the will of the Father who sent Me, that of all He has given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up at the last day. And this is the wil of Himw ho sent Me, that
everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life; and I will rise
him up at the last day.” (John 6:39,40 NJKV)
{**NOTE: And now we will complete this Bible study with a combination of signs or
works with the diverse reactions (R is for reaction and the type of reaction is numbered)
of the people. It is felt that the same reactions of the people in the First Century is the
same as the reactions that are possible to people today. And that these are in certain
categories.**}
34-9: (R1) The Jewish Leaders Murmured because Jesus said that He was the Bread of
Life and that He came down from heaven.
“The Jews then murmured against Him, becasuse He said, ’I am the bread which came
down from heaven.” (John 7:41)
The first reaction we considered is in John 6:41 where the Jewish leaders reacted because
Jesus called Himself the Bread of Life and said that He came down from heaven. So this is a
reaction to the teaching sign of Jesus of the bread of life that followed the miracle sign of the
feeding of the Five Thousand. The sign of course of the feeding of five thousand pointed to
Jesus as the Bread of Life. They had investigated this Jesus of Nazareth more than they admited. Why He is the son of Joseph, we know His Father and Mother.
Once again as He heard the murmuring among the leaders, Jesus reminded them that they
could not come to Him unless the Father draw them.
34-10: Some of the Jews quarreled among themselves as to how Jesus could give them
His flesh to eat.
“The Jews therefore quarreled among themselvs, saying, ’How can this Man give us His
flesh to eat?” (John 6:52)
(R2) The Disciples of Jesus said this is a hard saying.
“These things He said in the synagogue as He taught in Capernaum. Therefore many of
His disciples, when they heard this, said, ’This is a hard saying; who can understand
it?’” (John 6:60 NJKV)
Does this offend you. And He explains how it is the Spirit, the Holy Spirit that gives life.
(R3)

Many disciples went back and walked no more with Jesus, but Simon Peter

made the famous confession of Faith. (John 6:66 and 68,69).
(R4) At this point even the brothers of Jesus did not believe in Him (John 7:5).
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(R5) Murmuring among the people that He is Good and others that He deceived the
People. (John 7:12).
(R6) The Jewish leaders as Jesus taught in the Temple marveled about where Jesus
received His education (John7:15,16), and Jesus explains where His doctrine or teachings
come from, from God the Father.
(R7) Some People Replied that Jesus had a Demon because He said that the leaders
were trying to kill Him (John 7:20,21), because of one work they were trying to kill Him. Others
from Jerusalem said this is He that they seek to kill (John 7:13ff); is this Christ, but we know
where He is from.
(R8) They sought to take Him but could not as it was not time (John 7:30); but many
believed (7:31) when they saw the Signs that He performed.
“Then they sought to take Him; but no one laid a hand on Him, becasue His hour had not
yet come. And many of the people believd in Him, and said, ’When the Christ comes, will
He do more signs than these which this Man has done.” (John 7:31 NJKV)
(R9) The Pharisees and chief priests sent officers of the Sanhedrin to take Him as they
heard what the people were saying about Jesus (John 7:32).
(R10) On the Last day of the Feast as Jesus spoke of the Living water (John 7:37- 39)
the reactions were diverse: may said ths is the Prophet; many said this is Christ; others will
Christ come out of Galilee; and there was a division among the People (John 7:43)
(R11) The Sign of Jesus forgiving the woman in adultery pointed to His teaching as the
Light of the Word, and the reaction of the Pharisees was that He was a witness to Himself (John
8:13).
(R12) The Jews argumentatively said “Will you kill yourself?” (John 8:22), and then
they asked Him “Who are You?” (John 8:13). But many believed on Him when they heard His
answer (John 8:30).
(R13) Jesus tried to tell the disciples who believed in Him that they were disciples
indeed if they would abide in His word or teachings (John 8:31); and some replied that since
we are Abraham’s seed we have never been in bondage (John 8:33).
(R14) The Jews called Him a Samaritan and a Demon (John 8:48); then after His
replies took up stones to stone Him (John 8:59).
(R15) The Pharisees became divided after Jesus performed the miracle-sign of healing the man blind from birth, some said that He could not be of God since He did not keep the
sabbath, and others said how can a man that is a sinner do thise signs.
“Therefore some of the Pharisees said, ’This Man is not from God, becuse He does not
keep the Sabbth.’ Others said, ’How can a man who is sinner do such signs?’ And there
was a divison among them.” (John 9:16)
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We should carefully note the reaction of the man healed and then that of the Pharisees who
cast him out of the Temple.
More reactions from this sign in John 10:19-21,
(R16) Reaction to the If you are Christ tell us plainly; and I and My Fathr are one; as
they took up stones to stone Him. (John 10:22-42).
It is mantained that human nature being essentially the same from generation to generation,
the reactions today would be the same as when Jesus lived and walked on the earth. Perhaps
the only real difference is that the people of that time knew far more Bible, and the religous laws
were also the socio-politico laws. Recall that Paul was trained as a lawyer which meant the law
of Israel and well as the relgious law. There were some restrictions under the Roman rule in
that the people were not allowed to perform executions.
34-10: Who Is Jesus from John 6-10?
We will look at this Bible Sudy, “Who IS JESUS?”, in terms of Who Jesus said that He was to
His contemporaries; in terms of what the Apostle John wrote who He was to them; and in terms
of the different reactions and divisions among the people and the leaders as to who Jesus was.
Note how intense it is in these five chapters of John, from chapter six to ten. Jesus
does a lot of teaching and Jesus performs miracles; but everything He says unless it is in private to the disciples is challenged, from the Jewish leaders, the people, and even His brothers.
We find during the events of these five chapters that many of the disciples that followed Jesus
around—some looking for a permanent way to be fed—ceased to follow Him. They could not
understand how He was the bread of life. They choked at eating His flesh as the means for
everlasting life. In fact one of the many reactions of the people was, “How can this man give
us His flesh to eat?” Jesus explained that to His larger group of disciples, but many still left
following Him. {**NOTE: And now we will complete this Bible study with a combination
of signs or works with the diverse reactions of the people. It is felt that the same reactions of the people in the First Century is the same as the reactions that are possible to
people today. And that these are in certain categories.**}
1. The Jewish Leaders Murmured because Jesus said that He was the Bread of
Life and that He came down from heaven.
“The Jews then murmured against Him, becasuse He said, ’I am the bread which came
down from heaven.” (John 6:41)
The first reaction we considered is in John 6:41 where the Jewish leaders reacted because
Jesus called Himself the Bread of Life and said that He came down from heaven. So this is a
reaction to the teaching sign of Jesus of the bread of life that followed the miracle sign of the
feeding of the Five Thousand. The sign of course of the feeding of five thousand pointed to
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Jesus as the Bread of Life. They had investigated this Jesus of Nazareth more than they admited. Why He is the son of Joseph, we know His Father and Mother.
Once again as He heard the murmuring among the leaders, Jesus reminded them that they
could not come to Him unless the Father draw them.
2. Some of the Jews quarreled among themselves as to how Jesus could give
them His flesh and blood to eat, and many of the disciples said this is a hard saying.
“The Jews therefore quarreled among themselvs, saying, ’How can this Man give us His
flesh to eat?....These things He said in the synagogue as He taught in Capernaum.
Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this, said, ’This is a hard saying; who
can understand it?’” (John 6:52,60 NJKV)
Does this offend you. And He explains how it is the Spirit, the Holy Spirit that gives life.
3. Many disciples went back and walked no more with Jesus, but Simon Peter
made the famous confession of Faith. (John 6:66 and 68,69).
“From that time many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more. Then
Jesus said to the twelve, ’Do you also want to go away?’ Then Simon Peter answered
Him, ’Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Also we have come
to believe and know that You are the Chirst, the Son of the living God.’” (John 6:66-69
NJKV)
4. The brothers chastised Jesus for not more public appearances: At this point
even the brothers of Jesus did not believe in Him (John 7:5).
Jesus was walking openly in Galilee more than Judea because the Jews sought to kill Him. And
when it was close to time for the Feast of Tabernacles, his brothers chastised Him for not going
at first in order that the larger body of disciples could see His works. “Show yourself to the
world,” was their words.
“For even His brothers did not believe in Him.” (John 7:5 NJKV)
5. Seeking of Jesus by Jews, and Murmuring among the people that He is Good
and others that He deceived the People. (John 7:12).
Later we will come to a series of three questions from the Pharisees. Here we have some of
the Jews, that is Jewish leaders asking “Where is He?” They were actively seeking Him and
could not find Him. Of course, their motives already were to persecute and kill Jesus. Already
the Jews had placed the people on notice that if anyone believed in Jesus, since it was heresy,
they would be put out of the Temple; so the people “murmured among themselves” in a semiwhisper.
Some murmured, “Jesus is Good.”
Others murmured, “No, Jesus is not good because He deceives the people.”

192
“And there was much murmuring among the people concerning Him. Some said, ’He is
good’; others said, ’No, on the contrary, He deceives the people.’ However, no one spoke
openly of Him for fear of the Jews.” (John 7:12,13)
6. The Jewish leaders as Jesus taught in the Temple marveled about where
Jesus received His education (John7:15,16), and Jesus explains where His doctrine or
teachings come from.
“And the Jews marveled, saying, ’How does this Man know letters, having never studied?’ Jesus answered them and said, ’My doctrine is not Mine, but His who sent Me. If
anyone wants to do His will, he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether I speak on
My own authority.” (John 7:15-17 NJKV)
7. Some People Replied that Jesus had a Demon because He said that the leaders were trying to kill Him (John 7:20,21), because of one work they were trying to kill
Him. Others from Jerusalem said this is He that they seek to kill (John 7:13ff); is this
Christ, but we know where He is from.
“The people answered and said, ’You have a demon. Who is seeking to kill You?’ Jesus
answered and said to them, ’I did one work, and you all marvel.” (John 7:20,21 NJKV)
This was back at Jerusalem where they knew primarily of only one miracle-sign, that of the
healing of the man on the sabbath at the pool of Bethesda.
9. They sought to take Him but could not as it was not time (John 7:30); but
many believed (7:31) when they saw the Signs that He performed. The Pharisees and
chief priests sent officers of the Sanhedrin to take Him as they heard what the people
were saying about Jesus (John 7:32).
“Then they sought to take Him; but no one laid a hand on Him, becasue His hour had not
yet come. And many of the people believd in Him, and said, ’When the Christ comes, will
He do more signs than these which this Man has done. The Pharisees heard the crowd
murmuring these things concerning Him, and the Pharisees and the chief priests sent
officers to take Him.” (John 7:31,32 NJKV)
10. On the Last day of the Feast as Jesus spoke of the Living water (John 7:3739) the reactions were diverse: may said ths is the Prophet; many said this is Christ;
others will Christ come out of Galilee; and there was a division among the People (John
7:43)
Since this is the most positive reaction of the crowd in Jerusalem to the Teachings of Jesus, we
should look at it carefully. What did Jesus teach them?
(1). Let those that are thirsty come to Him;
(2). Who believes in Jesus out of his heart, according to the Scripture (Isaiah
12:3,43:20,44:3, and 55:1), would flow rivers of living water.
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(3). John explains this phenomena of water out of the heart as the Holy Spirit,
which was not yet come, did come on the first day of Pentecost after the Ascension.
“Threfore many from the crowd, when they hard this saying, said, ’Truly this is the
Prophet.’ Others said, ’This is the Christ,’ but some said, ’Wll the Chris come out of
Galilee? Has not the Scripture said tht the Christ comes from the seed of David and from
the town of Bethlehem, where David was?’ So there was a division among the people
because of Him. Now some of them wanted to take Him, but no one laid hands on Him.”
(John 8:40-44 NJKV)
11. The Sign of Jesus forgiving the woman in adultery pointed to His teaching
as the Light of the Word, and the reaction of the Pharisees was that He was a witness to
Himself (John 8:13).
“The Pharisees therefore said to Him, ’You bear witness of Yourself; Your witnss is not
true.’” (John 8:13 NJKV)
12. A series of questions: from the Pharisees, “Where is your Father?” (John
8:19); from the Jews, “Will He kill Himself?” (John 8:22); from the Jews, “Who are you?”
(John 8:13)8-13: (R13) But many believed on Him when they heard His answer (John
8:30). Here is the crux of the whole matter as to how the world has accepted Jesus, how we
should accept Jesus. These three key questions, His answers, and then the final answer about
His lifting up caused many to believe on Him. Following is the intense sequence.
1. What triggered the first question: the Pharisees stated that His testimony to Himself,
when He said “I am the light of the world” was not true because He was His own witness. In
other words, He was patting Himself on the back.
2. Jesus replied that He knew where He came from and where He was going back to;
then reminded them of the law of the Old Testament which said that the testimony was true from
two men; and the conclusion was since the Father and Himself bore testimony to Him as the
Light of the World, the testimony was true.
3. The Pharisees could not let it stand there, and the first question in this series came,
“Who is your Father?” Always the questions were attempts to trap Jesus. Jesus answered the
question in two parts (John 8:19-21): (1) You don’t know the Father and you don’t know me or
stated a different way If you had known the Father you would also know Jesus, the two go hand
in hand; and (2) I am leaving, Jesus said, and you will seek me for salvation, but you will die in
your sins since you cannot come where I go.
4. This triggered the second question in that series of three, again from the Pharisees,
and among themselves but so that the people and Jesus could hear, “Will he kill himself?” They
tried to start the rumor that Jesus was going to commit suicide. This question came after Jesus
said where I am going you cannot come. Jesus answer this time was once again the heart of
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the Gospel: (1) You are from this world and I am from another world; (2) You will die in your
sins because you do not believe that I am He.
5. This in turn triggered the third question from the Pharisees, probably the most important question that can ever be asked and then answered properly. Let us see what the answer
of Jesus is? First the third question, “ WHO ARE YOU?” “Who are you, Jesus?’ is the most
important question than any human on earth can ask.
The answer of Jesus is:
(1). Exactly what I have been saying to you from the beginning, no doubt the
beginning of His ministry.
(2). I have many things to say and to Judge of you; but as God is true, I speak to
the world the things that I heard from Him. Jesus says that He is only an echo of the Father.
What He heard, He repeated! (The Apostle John adds that they did not know that He spoke of
the Father since He used the words “He” and “Him”.)
(3). Then comes the Gospel of the Atonement. Jesus said that when you have
lifted up the Son of Man then you will now who He is; and that nothing is done by Jesus except
what the Father taught Him (the implication here being that it is also recorded by the Father in
the Scriptures of the Old Testament). The Father is with Him at all times.
(4). As He spoke these words many believed on Him.
“As He spoke these words, many believed in Him” (John 8:30 NJKV)
(5). You know how Billy Graham seeks to instruct those who believe after they
have made a public profession of faith. Well, here Jesus is doing the same thing. We have the
Master Teacher telling us exactly what it means to be a Christian, what it means to have faith.
a. You are indeed my disciples if you abide in my word.
b. You will know the truth and the truth will make you free.
13. Some of the believers mixed with the Pharisees were very questioning, they
reacted that they were already free since Abraham’s seed, never having been in
bondage. (John 8:33). Probably more the Pharisees than the believers.
“They answered Him, ’We are Abraham’s descendants, and have never been in bodage
to anyone. How can you say, ’You will be made free.’” (John 8:33 NJKV)
They wanted to believe, but they did not want to be insulted. They were not slaves to anybody
including the despised Roman government that ruler over their country. So Jesus explained
what it meant to be in bondage and to be freed by the truth:
14. The Jews called Him a Samaritan and a Demon (John 8:48); then after His
replies took up stones to stone Him (John 8:59).
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15. The Pharisees became divided after Jesus performed the miracle-sign of healing the man blind from birth, some said that He could not be of God since He did not
keep the sabbath, and others said how can a man that is a sinner doe thise signs.
“Therefore some of the Pharisees said, ’This Man is not from God, becuse He does not
keep the Sabbth.’ Others said, ’How can a man who is sinner do such signs?’ And there
was a divison among them.” (John 9:16)
We should carefully note the reaction of the man healed and then that of the Pharisees who
cast him out of the Temple. (More reactions from this sign in John 10:19-21.)
16. Reaction to the If you are Christ tell us plainly; and I and My Fathr are one; as
they took up stones to stone Him. (John 10:22-42).
The people seldom, if ever, reacted adversly to the miracles as the miracles did something for
them: they reacted to the teachings because that required something from them. Now the
Pharisees and other Jewish leaders did react to the miracles as that caused the people to leave
them to follow Jesus.

34-11: We should look briefly at the sequence of questions from the Jewish leaders, and the answers of Jesus.
1. “Where Is He?” (John 7:11) The answer of Jesus was by showing up during the
middle of the feast time.
2. “How did This Man Get An Education?” (John 7:15) Jesus explaned to them that
His doctrine or teachings came from the God that sent Him, and that anyone that was actually
seeking God’s will they could tell whether it was from God or not. If it comes from a man himself, it is for his own glory; but it is true if the doctrine seeks the glory of the One that sent Him.
3. “Where does He intend to go that we shal not find Him? Does He intend to go
t the Dispersion among the Greeks and teach the Greeks” after he said “You will seek Me
and not find Me, and where I am you cannot come?”
THE REACTION TO JESUS
“Why” you might ask, “spend so much time on the reactions to Jesus?” Because: (1) like the
rest of the Bible these reactions are given to us as examples of how people did and will classical react to the claims of Jesus to be the Saviour of the world, the Son of God who died on the
cross for the sins of the world; (2) your own reaction to Jesus, the Risen Christ who knocks at
the door at every heart will determine your own salvation; (3) to lead momentarily to THE
REACTION that is appropriate for salvation {**After all, that is the prime reaction in which
we are interested!**}; and (4) to be somewhat thorough on a historical survey of the real Jesus
as recorded in the Gospel of John by the Apostle John, one who was perhaps closest to Jesus
than anyone else on earth during Jesus’ life on earth. {**What better person to “LEARN
CHRIST” from?**}
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Momentarily we will look at THE REACTION of the Apostle Peter to Jesus, the same
one required of us for salvation and the only one that writes our names on the church roll in
heaven; but first a little putting of this chapter of John on Jesus in the context of this volume
of the LEARN CHRIST FROM THE APOSTLES AND PROPHETS commentaries. This title of
the set of commentaries. {**The number is always changing and growing but the goal is
to have nine of them after I rewrite and incorporate some of my ONE COMMENTARIES
on the Bible written before 1995, like the one on the LIFE AND 14 LETTERS FROM THE
APOSTLE PAUL, “REMEMBER MY BONDS”, the ONE COMMENTARY ON EPHESIANS,
the ONE COMMENTARY ON JOHN, and a single, complete commentary on the book of
Revelation.**}
Sorry you haven’t found these in the book stores, as I have chosen to make an individual distribution of the books. The other day an acquaintance, a school teacher from Eastern
New Mexico who heard me preach at University Baptist Church, said she has been expecting
to see a book with my name on it in the book stores. I explained how both Dr. Charles
Meister and myself had sought for many years to find a publisher, and finally, especially after
bouts with Broadman Press over the title of my commentary on Romans, GOSPEL PRIDE.
{**By the way that is another one I should include in the 9 LEARN CHRIST COMMENTARIES, provided the snows don’t rise and God is willing. Also by the way, Dr. Meister
did find a publisher in South Carolina for his books on Russian poetry, but I am still
going the personal distribution route with a priority for my kids and grandkids, those
with whom I discuss Christ and the Bible, and other convenient methods as I seek to
do the work of a Bible Evangelist in this day when so many churches have “heaped to
themselves teachers with itching years”, “will not endure sound doctrine”, and “have
turned away from the truth and turned into fables.” You must see that we are in the
Falling Away in order to understand what is happening in our world, our country, our
churches, and our denomination. It is too prevasive and widespared to have any other
explanation. Let us only pray that the Holy Spirit has not yet been withdrawn as Paul
predicted in II Thessalonians 2 at the same time he said The Falling Away must take
place before the Second Coming of Christ. I apologize for preaching right now, but as
these commentaries are so personal, going first to my kids and grandkids, THEY MUST
KNOW THAT AS CERTAIN AS IS THE SECOND COMING SO ALSO IS THE FALLING
AWAY; AND IT IS AMONG THE CHURCHES OF THE UNITED STATES AS MUCH AS ANY
PLACE IN THE WORLD. IT IS NOT A FALLING AWAY FROM THE CHURCHES.
CHURCH ATTENDANCE MAY GO UP. IT IS A FALLING AWAY FORM GOD, CHRIST, THE
BIBLE, AND THE SOUND DOCTRINE OF THE BIBLE. IT CAN NOT BE BLAMED ON
THE YOUNG, FOR IF THIS LAST FALLING AWAY IS LIKE THE FIRST OF HEBREWS
THEN THOSE UNDER 21 ARE SAFE.**}
Enough on the personal, back to the LEARN CHRIST commentaries and this third volume of “Christ for Individuals” to set the background and context for what must be your THE
REACTION to Jesus’ claim to be the Son of God.
1. The purpose of the LEARN CHRIST FROM THE APOSTLES AND PROPHETS can
be summarized with three points. (**Homiletics teachers would say “three points and a
poem”. Well, I don’t have the poetry, that was Dr. Meister’s speciality, along with
American Studies and “science and religion” which we discussed often before he died
about a year ago.**}
(1). Paul in the book of Ephesians {**my favorite book**} gave me the clue
when he wrote to the church at Ephesus, a church that he had established and where his
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longest minister was centered:
“But you have not so learned Christ, if indeed you have heard Him and have been
taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus...” (Ephesians 4:20,21 NKJV) {**All quotes in
my LEARN CHRIST commentaries are from the New King James Version (NKJV) unless
indicated otherwise, and in the ONE commentaries from the KJV unless indicated otherwise.**}
(1). Look carefully at these two verses and follow my exegesis. Can you imagine that Paul must tell a church he established that they have not appropriately learned
Christ; and we are not talking about simply learning Christ in an intellectual manner. We are
talking about them not learned Christ is the way they acted and lived, and in the manner necessary for salvation. Wow, the Ephesians had the best preacher in the world, next to Jesus,
and a long two year minister, and yet Paul must tell them that they did not learn Christ in the
proper manner. {**I am sure that Paul learned this from Timothy and other messengers after
he was imprisoned, and it much of the basis from writing to Timothy in II Timothy. {**also the
same subject of not enduring sound doctrine and falling away in I Timothy**}
(2). Paul then questions the salvation of the churchmembers at Ephesus. “if
indeed you heard Christ and have been taught personally by Christ.” Wow, can you imagine
sitting across from a churchmember or churchmembers and point blank questioning their salvation. “if you are in Christ indeed?”
(3). The really great part about this point blank frankness, and concern, from
the Apostle Paul to a church were he had labored so long and hard is that we see in these
few words the REAL way to LEARN CHRIST in the fullest sense of salvation.
a. “if indeed you have heard Christ.”; and
b. “if indeed you have been taught by Christ.”
That’s it: that is the whole plan of initial salvation. If you hear Christ like Paul is talking about
here, and if you have been taught and become taught by Christ, then you are indeed saved.
The inverse is true: if you have not really heard Christ for yourself, and if you have not personally been taught by Christ yourself, then you are not saved.
Someone would say, “That is not fair.” How come we are cheated because we are not
able to listen to the teachings of Jesus and be personally taught by Jesus as were the
Apostles Peter and John and the others. No, that is not what is being discussed by Paul.
You see Paul never personally met Jesus like the other Apostles were able to do, but oh yes,
Paul did hear Christ and Paul was taught by Christ in an invisible way. {**Pardon the word
indivisible as I don’t know any other way to describe the way Christ spoke and taught after
the Ascension and the assitance of the Holy Spirit: it was and is an invisible work and
method!**} And now Paul in his writings of Ephesians 4:20,21 and the Apostle John in his
writings of John 14 want to share it with YOU.
Let me use John 14 to explain “how” we hear Christ and “how” we are taught by
Christ, centered around three questions the disciples asked Jesus, and His answers, as
recorded in John 14.
1. Thomas asked Jesus “how can we know the way since we do not know where you
are going”. {**this is a paraphrase, later I will quote it**} Jesus was preparing the first disciples for His crucifixion and Ascension, and the personal loss they would feel from an absence
of His companionship and teachings. {**even a loss of security**}
a. The question from Thomas.
“Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where You ae going, and how can we know the
way.” (John 14:5)
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b. The teachings of Jesus before the question from Thomas that provoked the question from Thomas.
“Let not our heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house
are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that
where I am, there you may be also. And where I go you know, and the way you.” (John
14:1-6)
[1]. Jesus saw the disciples felt troubled and insecure.
[2]. Jesus knew that they believed in God, and He sought faith
similar faith from them in Himself. He had spent much time telling them and teaching them
and showing them the works that supported His claim to be the Son of God, the Saviour of
the sins of the world. THAT IS WHAT THE BOOK OF JOHN IS ALL ABOUT, AND IF YOU
DON’T SEE THIS YOU MISS THE MESSAGE OF JOHN!
[3]. “in My Father’s house are many mansions”--perhaps Jesus
had not previously made it clear in His teachings about how many vacant mansions were left
in His Fathers house. Jesus does now as He teaches there in the Garden before the
Crucifixion. {**Of course, it has become clear to us as we have just finished the study of the
last chapters of the book of Revelation, and we know about the 1500 mile high side of New
Jerusalem that houses all the mansions.**}
[4]. “if it were not so, I would have told you”--you see this is true
about the Father’s house of many mansions, otherwise Jesus would have told us differently.
[4]. Wow, here it gets very personal: “I go to prepare a place for
you”. Maybe your mansion needs a little house warming, but Jesus Himself has been there
for almost two thousand years supervising the angels as they prepare that mansion for you.
You see, it is not just a house or a hut, but a mansion. There is real security!
[5]. Now Jesus says that if He is going to prepare a place for
them, He will also provide a mode of transportation for them to get there. It is not easy to get
an indivisible mansion in an indivisible house in an indivisible city in an indivisible heaven
where the indivisible God lives! Well, the Son of God who mediated the Creation of the world
and mediated salvation and presently mediated the confession of our sins before the Father,
will come back again and provide transportation as at His Second Coming we meet Him in
the air to ever be with Jesus and the Father.
[6]. We want to be where Jesus is, don’t we? We want to be
where Jesus is there with the Father, don’t we? Well, “I will come again and receive you to
Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.”
[7]. “where I go you know” -- TO THE FATHER AND HEAVEN!
[8]. “the way you know” -- TO BELIEVE IN JESUS LIKE WE
BELIEVE IN GOD. {**for us faith may come in both about the same time**}
c. THE ANSWER OF JESUS TO THE QUESTION OF THOMAS.
Having considered in a the question of Thomas and having considered in b the teachings of
Jesus before the question that provoked the question from Thomas, we now have the priviledge of hearing the answer from Jesus.
“Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Fathere
except through Me.’” (John 14:6) {**You want the “way” to God the Father, eternity,
and salvation, Jesus said “I am the way”; you want the truth about life, salvation, and
all the perplexiting religious question, Jesus said, “I am the truth”; you want LIFE,
fuller life with God and Christ here on earth and complete eternal life in eternity, Jesus
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said, “I am the life.”**}
2. The second question in John 14, this time asked by Philip.
“Philip said to Him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us.” (John 14:8)
Philip is saying just Show us what God is like. Let us see God, and that is all we need.
THE ANSWER OF JESUS TO THE QUESTION FROM PHILIP. {**Maybe you would
get the flow better just to read it for yourself in John 14:1-24, but I pray this is a guide
for further understanding and reinforcement.**}
“Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me,
Philip? He who has seen Me has see the Faher; so how cany you say, ‘Show us the
Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words
that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Faher who dwells in Me
does the works. Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else
believe Me for the sake of the works themselves.” (John 14:9-11)
(1). Jesus taught the disciples and showed miracles and showed His character
and loved them, and He expects that evidence, called “works”, to engender faith. We have
engendered faith by reading about those works in John as “Signs for Believing”.
(2). When you see the visible Jesus you are looking at the invisible Father.
Anyway Jesus was visible to Philip and He was visible to John as was He visible to Peter and
Matthew, and they made Jesus’ life visible to us by writing it down in visible words in a visible
book. {**This is a simple introduction to Christian Evidences and Christian
Apologetics, the classical and volumious faith enhancing books to prove that Jesus is
the Son of God, that God exists, and that the Bible of 66 books that we have is the
Word of God.**}
(3). Jesus said that He and the Father are in each other, inseparable.
(4). God the Father is the source and authority for all the words from Jesus.
(5). The Father dwelling in Jesus did all the miracles and other works and
teachings that came from Jesus while on earth. {**By the way, the Father dwelled invisible
in Jesus just as the Father and Jesus must dwell invisibly in us as we will see in the
answer of Jesus to the third question.**}
(6). “BELIEVE ME”, Jesus says: a. that I am in the Father and the Father in
ME, or b. Believe ME for the sake of the works recorded in Gospel of John.
3. The third question in John 14, this time from Judas, not Judas Iscariot.
“Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, ‘Lord, how is it that You will manifest Yourself to us, and not
to the world?” (John 14:22)
Isn’t that where we are today in 2004 and beyond? How can Jesus manifest Himself to us so
that we can see Him and yet not be seen by the rest of the world?
THE ANSWER OF JESUS TO THE THIRD QUESTION FROM JUDAS. {**Finally we
are here, this is how to Learn Christ by hearing Him and being taught by Him.**}
“Jesus answered and said to him, ‘If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My
Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.” (John
14:23)
I wish that I could make it more simple than this, for this is salvation, this is how to learn
Christ, and this is the reaction from the Apostle Peter {**still to be discussed**} that we
must emulate. {**Many times we try to make it too simple and Christ is not really
learned. The disciples had approximately three years to listen to the teachings of
Jesus, watch Jesus, and develop faith; and still it had come to the point where three of
the disciples had to ask the three questions of John 14. I think Jimmy Swaggart is cor-
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rect on this one subject in effectively calling 40 DAYS OF PURPOSE mediocre and border-line itching ears, to think that you can simply have 13 mechanical steps to becoming a Christian.**}
(1). You must keep in the process of loving Jesus. “If anyone loves Me...”
(2). The person that loves Jesus must also keep the teachings of Jesus, and
will indeed keep the teachings of Jesus as proof of that love. {**Also I might say, as proof
that he or she has indeed Learned Christ, or has been “born again” as some so glibly
say with their little automatic formulars for salvation.**}
(3). God the Father will love the person who loves Jesus and keeps the words
of Jesus. {**You see here is part of the reason that our little formulars and automatic
plans of salvation do not work. We do not control God the Father. His love comes to
us as He ordains, and He will love us when we love Jesus and the teachings of Jesus.
That is, if He so desires and so ordains.**}
(4). Now here is the miracle of this love of God through love of Jesus Christ:
God the Father and God the Son will invisibly (**This is actually the work of the Spirit of
God and of Christ, the Holy Spirit. I wish I had space to discuss it here, but read about
the Holy Spirit in the chapter on “Some Sounds of a Sound Faith”, and even here in
John 14 where Jesus taught about the work of the Holy Spiirt.**} come and dwell in the
heart of the LOVER and Practicer. This is sometimes called the new birth, but I think this is
simpler and more powerful. {**The new birth, of course, was taught by Jesus and
recorded by John in John 3; but the disciples had been taught that, and still they needed to hear this teaching of Jesus. Much like we also need to hear LEARN CHRIST
today.**}
“...and We will come to him and make Our home with him.” (John 14:23b)
Now finally THE REACTION from the Apostle Peter that we must seek to emulate.
You see that all of this is a very personal and individual matter. Parents can not do it for us;
a particular preacher or pastor or church or denomination can not do it for us; a community of
believers no matter how persuasive can not do it for us; and this is at the very foundation of
“Christ for Individuals”, building on the foundation of Learning Christ and from the Apostles
and Prophets.
“When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
syimng, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?” (Matthew 16:13 KJV)
“And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.” (Matthew 16:14 KJV)
“He saith unto them, But whom say ye and I am?” (Matthew 16:15 KJV)
“And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living
God.” (Matthew 16:16 KJV)
Just remember however that this is in the sixteenth chapter of Matthew, the Garden of
Gethsemane Jesus’ teachings of John 14 are in the twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew, much
later than Peter’s confession of faith, supposedly for all the disciples. While this may have
worked for Peter, you can see by the three questions in John 14 that it did not work for
Thomas, Philip, and Judas. At least it was a good starting point for teaching and after a while
in the Garden from Jesus in John 14 the bottom line on salvation.

